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.It’s Not Hard to See What Democrats Wrote in the Iran Deal by Josh Kraushaar *** Beneath the chant of “USA, USA” from Democrats who fought with President Obama to get the deal, and those who disagree with his signature policy achievement, there’s another set of voices. They warned the White House
that something’s fishy with Iran and that the deal is radioactive. The New York Times editorial page has been carrying water for the administration for years, even going so far as to assert: “The point of the deal is to weaken Iran’s nuclear program” (August 16, 2015). And they weren’t the only ones. In July, the
Wall Street Journal editorial page said the same thing, and also said: “Negotiations were likely doomed to failure in the first place.” (The Journal is owned by Dow Jones, publisher of The Hill.) The left-leaning The Nation and the left-leaning The New Republic also said in July that the Iran deal will be a
catastrophe. “The whole agreement is premised on a fiction,” wrote The Nation (July 9). The head of the National Iranian American Council, Trita Parsi, even had this to say about the Iran deal: “It is ill-conceived, poorly thought-through and will not end the cycle of confrontation. It will strengthen Iran. It will
undermine the international coalition against Iran. It will embolden [Iranian President Hassan] Rouhani and his allies and make it harder to change the regime.” Although the role of the pro-Israel lobby in the Democratic Party has been well documented, it has not received much press attention or analysis. This
is partly because the pro-Israel camp has been so successful in translating its pro-Israel messaging into Democrat-endorsed policy, and partly because Democrats so rarely see the party’s pro-Israel messaging through the prism of national-security threats. But now, perhaps, with a $400 million initiative to
oppose the Iran deal, Democrats are taking notice. It’s enough to make you wonder how much influence the pro-Israel lobby has when you see that most of the Democratic senators who signed onto the letter against the Iran deal have overwhelmingly endorsed pro-Israel positions. The list of senators signing
onto a letter penned by Democratic Sen. Bob Menendez and Republican Sen
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